Despite the shortcomings mentioned, there is a clear need for this type of book, for three editions have been called for in a space of six years. Most students in this country, however, would be expected to read beyond this level.
D V DAVIES
Handicapped Children by John D Kershaw MD BS MRCP DPH 2nded ppvii+304 32s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 Dr John Kershaw has made a name for himself by his work for handicapped children of all kinds. He has had a great experience of field work besides the responsibility for administering schemes for the local health and education authorities. He has done more than his share of committee work in voluntary societies. Yet he has remained at heart a doctor, with the problems seen always as problems of children and their families, families that he knows and cares for. His book reflects therefore both general concepts and particular instances, so that each page has the human touch. The basic approach has not altered from the first edition now five years old. The chapter on cerebral palsy has been enlarged. More light is being shed both on the causation of handicaps and on some details of management and treatment in this expanding subject. The four new chapters deal with matters of which much has been heard lately. Two concern speech and communication difficulties and autistic children; basic to the whole subject is the full and detailed assessment of all the handicaps as early as methods allow; unnecessary or preventable results of the primary handicaps can then be avoided. Assessment is vital at the end of childhood when life in the community begins for which all this should have been the preparation. Dr Kershaw writes his text from experience and in his own language, inevitably difficult in part for lay readers and elementary for professional ones. Yet the whole makes worth-while reading for all who work for handicapped children. ALFRED This book consists of ten chapters derived from papers given in the past by the author. The title 'The Midwife and the Witch' is that of one chapter. The other nine are: 'The Crowing Hen', 'Heifer, Freemartin and Ridgeling', 'Pregnancy and Fertility Tests', 'The Prediction of Sex', 'Chalcedony and Childbirth', 'Word Charms and the Sator Mystery', 'The Veil of Good Forune', 'Perrette the Midwife' and 'Early Regulation of English Midwives'. Although all have to do with reproduction and superstition, they are not formally related and the book can be read in any order. Each chapter is crammed with references and anecdotes, sometimes so thickly laid that in places it resembles an encyclopwdia.
Along with the folklore and magic are excursions into modern or near modern endocrinology, cryptorchidism, the action of steroids and pregnancy tests, which may not always be valid or relevant. It is, however, of interest to read of recent attempts to confirm the value of pregnancy tests from ancient Egypt in which pregnancy urine was claimed to affect the germination of corn or the withering of leaves. The sale of cauls to protect sailors from drowning is among the many fascinating examples of the persistence of superstition into modern times.
The account of witch persecution and witch trials contains errors quoted from other writers, as is often the case with obscure historical material. For example, the figure of 30,000 witch executions in Great Britain is a gross exaggeration. In the bibliography of over 800 items there are some minor errors.
These criticisms apart, this is an enjoyable and interesting book and is recommended as a useful work of reference for medical historians. The author is to be congratulated on having collected so much rare material with care and for the reproductions, of which the illustrations of 17th century midwives' liceE.ces to practise are of particular interest.
ROBERT E HEMPHILL
Hearing Loss by Joseph Sataloff MD DSC(Med) pp xv+404 illustrated 120s Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1966 London: Pitman Medical This very readable book has, according to the author, been written principally for general practitioners, medical students and others wishing to enlarge upon their knowledge of deafness. In point of fact, most otologists, too, should find it a useful addition to their shelves. It deals in a practical and comprehensive way with almost every known cause of hearing loss from simple obstructive lesions of the external auditory meatus to socalled central deafness. Little appears to have been omitted in this respect, and as a reference volume it must surely rank as the first of its kind.
The principles and procedures for determining the causes of hearing loss, including the otological history, otological examination and audiometric tests are all adequately described. Also included are chapters on the physics of sound, audiological test procedures, occupational deafness, auditory rehabilitation and hearing loss in children.
